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The Capital Area Christian

September 2007

The Capital Area Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) Regional Office

2007 RECONCILIATION SPECIAL
OFFERING: Sept. 30 & Oct. 7

Since the 1960’s The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) has made a

priority of fighting racism within our own denomination and our country.

Why have a Reconciliation Mission Offering?

Anti Racism/Pro Reconciliation is one of four core value components of our

2020 Vision. These offerings go to programs that act to dismantle systemic ra-
cism. Participating in giving to the 2007 Reconciliation Offering will provide fund-
ing for both national and local programs during the next twelve months.

Fifty cents of every dollar received will remain here in the Christian Church

Capital Area to be used in programs within our own region.

(Continued on page four, see “2007 Reconciliation Offering)

Up close and personal

Salt and Light 2007

Saturday October 13t from 9 a.m. — 4 p.m.
at National City Christian Church

An interview of Laura Swett, Chair of Salt and Light by David Caldwell,
Editor of The Capital Area Christian

Laura, why did you choose the biblical metaphor of "salt" and "light" for
this event?

I thought of the words of Jesus - if the salt has lost its flavor...Have we? It seems
to me that the church has lost its luster in the world. And if we have it begs
the question- how can the church really be salt and light today and in a culture
that no longer embraces the church?

Our readers will want to know: why attend? How will it help their church?

The mainline church is facing some unusual challenges. We've asked
speakers to come who have first-hand experience with emerging practices such
as combining prayer with evangelism that we learn about through Martha Gay
Reese. Or the use of technology in connecting people to one another for theologi-
cal discussion that we see through the Emergent village founded by Tony Jones.
Or some of the radical and interesting transformational decisions congregations
are making through the work of Alice Mann with the Alban Institute.

(Continued on page four, see “Up Close and Personal”)
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€L ACAPITAL COMMENT

“Joash was seven years old when he began to reign and he reigned forty years in Jerusalem....And Joash did what was
right in the eyes of the Lord.” “All the money.... which a man’s heart prompts him to bring into the house of the Lord,...let
them repair the house wherever any need of repairs is discovered. (2 Chr. 24.1-2, 2Kings 12.4-5) RSV

Unless one is an Old Testament scholar, I could probably get good odds that you do not remember who was! And even
if you do remember a Joash, you probably cannot account for the seven people in the Bible who are named Joash! The Joash to whom I
refer is

Joash was king in the last half of the gth century BCE. Two hundred years earlier, David and Solomon had built Israel into a
great community. But the faith had dwindled by the time of Joash. Some sought the new Baal worship. Yet

The number forty is of significance in Scripture. It is used some 93 times in a variety of ways. It is a measurement of distance
and time. It is a count of how many did something and also the age at which a number of people made distinct differences in the faith
community. It is the maximum number of times that someone can be appropriately beaten with a lash according to Deuteronomy. It is
even the number of years the land is to be given a sabbath at one point.

The flood was reported to have come in forty days and forty nights of rain. Jesus was in the wilderness for forty days and nights
wrestling with temptation after his baptism. Biblical scholars suggest that the number forty can be taken as a literal number or as a num-
ber meaning many, used the way we often use hundreds (or millions if you are talking about government budgets).

1"# $ . I'served for two years at the Concord Christian Church in Saline
City, MO while I was in College. My first sermon was entitled “Faith in the Power of Prayer.” % % # $
$ $ . Having served for almost five year as your Regional Minister, one of the reali-

ties of which I am painfully aware is that we are understaffed. Both Dr. Hobgood and I have served over the last almost twenty years
without a second full time professional staff person. That has limited the ways in which we have been able to serve you. It is a reality of
life. It reduces how effective the Region can be.

Make no mistake about it, this Region has many generous congregations who give better than many Regions in the Disciples of
Christ. Like Joash, however, we are 200 years after Stone and the Campbells began to move us as movers in the quest for unity and the
wholeness of the Church. The culture has again become hostile to the Church. We are again looking for ways the Region can help con-
gregations thrive in this era and not just survive!

Among our African American congregations there is a great tradition of celebrating the pastor’s anniversary. 1 am asking for

you to join me in an adventure. & $ $ $
' $ ( $ & D 4
$ . Dave Caldwell, our new editor for the Capital Area Christian, has labeled this “$40 for

40 Years from 400 Friends” in this newsletter!

I will actually be asking over the next year for us to make a serious impact on the Regional budget so that by the end of my forti-
eth year, we will have made a serious difference. The endowment is set up to - . Itis invested in growth
stocks. This year we received $1,445.32. I am also approaching some of my friends in the Region to put together a challenge for us to
meet over this next year.

I want us to be realistic. Some can do $40 this year. Some can do $400. A few can do $4,000. Others can do $5. —
.=/-&00-+&1& ) 2 3 24 lalso want to be very clear, we will be doing a three
year capital campaign starting sometime next year to continue improvements at our two camp facilities. I do not want to take funds away
from that effort.

Would you do me the honor of helping me make the Region be what it needs to be to serve our congregations, to do mission
together, to train leaders and prepare ministers? Will you pray about what God would ask you to do to make us all more effective and
then bring them to the Lord’s house so that we might repair our Region? I pray that God says, “3

5 %99

Forty has Gone Fast,

Lari

Y



r Forty Years of Ministry by Lari Grubbs
To be Honored with gifts to endow the office of the
CCCA Regional Ministry position
Forty dollars for forty years is the goal from 400 friends

October 21st marks the fortieth anniversary of the day Lari Grubbs began serving as the pastor
of his first congregation. To celebrate and honor Lari the Board of Directors of the CCCA is expanding its
efforts at endowing the cost of the position of regional minister.

Everyone who reads this article is asked to make a gift of forty dollars to the CCCA. Mark your
check “Regional Minister Endowment Fund,” and send it to the regional office at 11501 Georgia Ave-
nue, Suite 400, Wheaton, MD, 20902. Please help us by first making your own gift and then by asking
members of your congregation who you believe would like to “honor” Lari by also making a gift. Of
course it is hoped that numerous members of the CCCA will add one, two or more zero’s to their check.
Of course a gift of any size will be appreciated toward this current emphasis in the long term effort to
raise one million dollars to endow the staff position of our regional minister.

In September Lari hosted a meeting of the pastors of our larger congregations to engage their
support in the effort and to develop a list of names of persons who will be invited to a dinner in October.
At that time Randy Johnson, Vice President of the Christian Church Foundation, will be here for that
dinner to explain how larger gifts to the effort will be necessary and appreciated.

Gifts have been coming in for this worthy goal for several years and each year 5% of the value of
the endowment has been going to support our annual budget. In 2007 the CCCA received $1,445 dol-
lars+ as income support for the Region!

Transformation as message and messenger...

Help us tell the story of what it means for the Regional Board of Directors to have voted at their
June meeting declaring that the “CCCA is a Region in transition.”

Transformation is the process we will use to decide what things we want the CCCA to be
doing. It is the process by which we will decide what things we will no longer do. Lastly it is the
process that will clarify how to do what we decide to do more easily.

We will be asking anew “God, what is it that you want from us and for us?” With much prayer,
study, discussions, seeking of ideal and ideals, we will in time for the CCCA Regional Assembly in 2008
submit to our congregations commitments we wish to make and structures to carry them to fulfillment.
Certainly changes to the organizational structures of the region, job descriptions of our staff, and clarity
of the expectations we have of our congregations and active members will be addressed. Priorities of time
and monies will be explored. Opportunities for new life, new hope, new ministries, new ways of working
with one another and relating to one another will be the goal of transformation.

Ordering Special Offering Material

By now you maybe aware that the General Church is retiring the current special day offering order
procedure. A new online ordering system allowing churches who have internet capabilities to man-
age their own special day offering quantities and mailing addresses has been instituted . For those
churches who do not have any way to connect to the internet, DMF will gladly continue to manage their
orders, but they must be told by those churches to do this procedure. Congregations are asked to reg-
ister online and order the remaining 2007 offerings listed. The instructions can be viewed on the website
www.churchfinancecouncil.org under Disciples Mission Fund, left column.

If you have questions or problems, churches may contact Enid Arey at 317-713-2444 or
earey@cfc.disciples.org regarding this new system.




r (Continued from “Up Close and Personal”

on page one)

If your pews are emptier, your youth groups
shrinking, your young adult-population almost non-
existent, this event will present you with some new
ways of thinking about and being church.

What other special features will you have?

Worship Fest will occur after lunch. You can
visit 4 rooms, 10 minutes each, and experience wor-
ship in a new way — prayers stations, film clip mes-
sages, chanting, and alternative ways to use music in
worship.

A youth lock-in and high school outreach
project will be offered.

There will be a panel of experts in young
adult ministries from around the country offering
tried and true wisdom for reaching this age-group
today.

John Davidson will offer ways for churches to
connect with their immediate geographic communi-
ties. Book displays by Alban and Cokesbury will
help to resource churches looking for help.

Who should attend?

This event is for everyone-youth, young
adults, adults and seniors. We recommend each
church send a large team in order to pull as much
from the event as possible. However, do be fore-
warned. Today it is no longer possible to wish for
growth in your church life without changing the way
you do church. Come with an open heart and mind.

What are the details?

It is a one-day event designed for churches
to bring teams of leaders. The cost has been kept
low, only $40 for registration which includes all
sessions, a continental breakfast and lunch.
(Donations to help offset the cost of the program are
welcome!)

The event will be Saturday, October
13t from 9 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. at National City
Christian Church. Registration can be made on-line
at: http://salt.cccadisciples.org. You can also pay
on line, or through your local Disciples church.

It is sponsored by the Commission for Con-
gregational Life of the Capital Area Region and made
possible through the hard work and dedication of
local disciples pastors and laity, as well as through
the generosity of National City Christian Church and
the National City Christian Church Foundation.

(Continued from page one, “2007 Reconciliation Offering”

A committee within the region meets to act upon requests from our congregations about proactive pro-

jects, and programs that they create, cosponsor, participate in, or support in meaningful ways. All local initia-
tives funded in the CCCA aim at eradicating racism from its roots, as well as to support the work of regional
teams. We have well qualified persons trained in ways to assist any of our local churches in their efforts at
eradication of racism.

The remainder of the 2007 Reconciliation Offering will be used in efforts of The Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) primarily through the “Many Members, One Table: ?anti-Racism, Pro-Reconciliation Initia-
tive, and the Reconciliation Mission Commission.” Because the Disciples Mission Fund provides no additional
allocation to these important efforts, all our efforts depend upon yours and others giving for its entire financial
support.

What makes your generous gifts to the 2007 Reconciliation Offering so important is that after all the
progress made in the last few decades combating racism in our lives, our churches, and our country, that this
is no time to lessen our efforts. Only your determination, commitment of time, money and vision can enable us
to leap forward in this fundamental work of the church.

2007 Reconciliation Offering
September 30th and October 7th
This is our cause, our moment, our way to act!
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REGIONAL MINISTER VISITATION

Learning... e,

Emerging... 11 ght

A day of gathering and conversation to enli-
ven our ministries that the world might know the

SCHEDUL E

Oietatrer 13, 2007 .Jc Wational City Christian Church
HT TR (SALT.COCADISCIFLES.ORG

Saturday, October 13, 2007

Transforming...  Exploring...

love of God.

The Regional Minister has been asked to
preach or be present at the congregations
listed below.

September
16 Heritage CC—Silver Spring, MD
23 Bethany CC Ft. Washington, MD
30 National City CC—Oscar Haynes
celebration
October
7 University CC

Installation Carol Green—Wilson
Bivd CC
14 Bethany CC Ft. Washington, MD
21
28 Antioch CC
November
5 Boonsboro MD Christian Church
11 Wedding
18 Ft. Washington, MD Christian Ch
25 Fairfax Christian Church

2007 CAFITAL
AREA FRAYER
CALENDAR

You are invited to participate in
the Capital Area Prayer Calendar
by offering a prayer each day for
the listed congregation or Capital

Area mission during the week

listed.

September

Sept 2-8 Rockville (MD) CC

Sept 9-15 Heritage CC, Silver
Spring, MD

Sept 16-22 United by Faith CC,
Laurel, MD

Sept 23-29 Pilgrimage CC
Suitland, MD

October

Sept 30-Oct 6 Downsville, MD CC

Oct 7-13 Good Samaritan CC,
Baltimore, MD

Oct 14-20 Second Washington
Chapel Hyattsville, MD

Oct 21-27 Bethany Beach CC

Bethany Beach, DE

November
Oct 28-Nov 3  FCC Alexandria, VA
Nov 4-10 Wilson Blvd CC,
Arlington, VA
Nov 11-17 Fairfax (VA) CC
Nov 18-24 FCC Falls Church, VA
Nov 25-Dec 1  Garfield Memorial CC
McLean, VA
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DISCIPLES WOMEN/CWF
FALL GATHERING WAS

Disciples Women Events

SEPTEMBER 15, 2007

Twice a year the Capital Area Disciples
Women meet for fellowship, sharing and for
spiritual renewal. Along the way, they try to
also eat good food and have some fun.

The Fall Gathering for them was held on
September 15, 2007. They met at Henson Val-
ley Christian Church.

Violet Bierce led the study and the
women looked at hunger as their theme. An
offering was received. Blessing Box offerings
were collect to send in to Church Finance
Council. For more information about Blessing

Welcome to the New Editor

of the Capital Area Christian

Hello! My name is David Caldwell and |
am the new editor of The Capital Area Chris-
tian.

Mine is a volunteer position. The payoff
is to do something useful for the region that is
helpful to our regional minister. The hours |
spend each month doing valuable grunt work
reading all your e-mail requests for articles and
items to be printed in the newsletter are hours
that Lari Grubbs is freed up to do his job bet-
ter.

The process is simple. Lari meets with
me and lays out his objectives for the next is-
sue. Then Lari and Ann Schubert, his new Ad-
ministrative Assistant, send me all your an-
nouncements, stories, and requests. I will
make a new issue out of it and send it back to
Lari to proof and make sure it met the Regional
needs.

Our goal is to get the newsletter to you
by e-mail on the 15th of September, November,
February, May and July. 1| need to hear from
you anytime, but no later than the first day of
those months!

Boxes and where to send the offering, please
contact Sara Hindsley.

All Disciples Women (or CWF) groups
throughout the Capital Area are invited to
participate in the Disciples Women gather-
ings sponsored by the Regional Disciples
Women.

Watch for information
Spring retreat.

regarding the

Lari Grubbs to Begin
a three month Sabbatical
In January

At their November meeting the regional
board of directors will discuss a plan for a three
month Sabbatical by our regional minister which is
slated to begin per the terms of his Letter of Calling
to the Region.

Our commitment with Rev. Grubbs calls for
him to have a three month Sabbatical between his
fifth and seventh years of service. The highlights:

e A three month Sabbatical during the first quar-
ter of 2008.

e The study portion of his Sabbatical to be six
visits to comparable Regions of The Christian
Church in order to discern how they are per-
forming their mission and ministry as well as
staffing them.

e He will also do some writing, try to finish a book
he has been writing.

e The rest and renewal portion of his Sabbatical
will be spent with family, in travel, and rest.



4 Disciples Men

The Fall Men’s Rally is tentatively planned for October 27, 2007. There are several pos-
sible sites for the meeting including Michigan Park Christian Church. The theme is also still being
developed but will possibly center on Church Vitality and why Men are not as interested in attend- DISCIPLES
ing Church as in the past. MEN

The book “Why Men Hate to Go to Church” is a recommended reader. Art Banks is contact-
ing possible presenters.

There are also some people interested in putting together a Disciples day at a the Washing-
ton Nationals park. If you are interested let Fred Govan or Ken Collins know.

Mark you calendar now for October 27, 2007 for the Men’s Rally.

Laura Jean Torgerson installed

The Potomac Association of the United Church of Christ and Cleveland Park Congregational UCC
held an Installation Service for Laura Jean Torgerson on September 9, 2007.

She was installed as the Pastor of Youth & Family Life at the Cleveland Park Congregational United
Church of Christ at 3400 Lowell St., NW, Washington, DC 20016

In keeping with the traditions of the United Church of Christ, Laura Jean Torgerson first met, at
three P.M., with the Ecclesiastical Council for an interview and recommendation to proceed. The service of
installation was held at four P.M., with a reception afterwards.

The Reverend Lee Hull Moses, Minister of Faith and Family at First Christian Church, Falls Church
was the guest preacher. The Reverend Lari Grubbs, Regional Minister of the Christian Church Capital Area
gave the charge.

WITH OUR CONGREGATIONS

Fred Harris, Senior Minister at First Christian Church, Hagerstown, is pleased to announce that Stephen
Pompa was installed at their new Youth Minister on August 27th.

John Powell, Moderator of the Capital Area Region has announced his plans to retire on October 31st as
pastor of the First Christian Church in Boonsboro, MD.

Doug Clark, Interim Minister at University Christian Church, Hyattsville has announced he will bring his
twenty-three month tenure to a close on September 30th.

General Assembly Presence

A number of Capital Area Disciples made their
presence felt at the Ft. Worth General Assembly. Pic-
tured at left is Kathryn Welch, of Christian Temple, as
she sings “The Leadership Fellows Hymn” during the
July 25 HELM report. Ms. Welch is a HELM scholar and
was one of a number of young people involved.

Others from the Capital Area participated as
| voters, presenters, workshop leaders and display work-
lers. Actions of the Assembly can be found at
http://www.disciples.org/garesolutions/

The photo was taken by Adam Frieberg of Dis-
ciplesWorld Magazine.



r CYF news

The Youth Focus by Nathan Hill
Can youth be leaders?

I know we have all seen stories on the tube about remarkable youth doing remarkable things in their com-
munities. At CYF 2 this past summer, we watched “Ryan’s Well”, a documentary about a boy from Canada
who impacted a community in Africa by being a leader. Locally, there have been youth like Curtis Mozie, who
have used video cameras to document the violence and pain in their communities.

But can YOU make a difference?

I know there have been people from time to time, possible even in churches, who have complained that youth
don't have much to contribute. Opening the Bible, we find that assumption fades quickly. The prophet
Jeremiah and Samuel were both called to speak God’'s word to God'’s people as boys. Jesus spent time healing
and nurturing children and youth. Timothy, a leader of the early church, was guided as a young man by the
apostle Paul to minister and support many communities.

Youth can make a difference in their congregation, but it does require some new conversations and opportu-
nities to develop skills and gifts. This is why our upcoming focus for the relaunch of RYC is “youth leader-
ship”. RYC is the Regional Youth Council, and in the past, it has done a tremendous job in providing leader-
ship opportunities for youth and organizing lock-ins, rallies, and service projects in our region. In January,
RYC will be officially reborn, carrying the great legacy of the past into a new fresh direction.

You’'ll hear more about RYC in the coming months, but for now, mark your calendar with this great event —
the Salt & Light Il Lock-in & Youth Mission Day on October 12-13, 2007. The lock-in and youth mission day
will take place at National City Christian Church and feature a theme all about what you, as a youth, can do
in your community. We'll talk about hospitality, mission, and leadership and do some interactive exercises to
prepare ourselves to live it out on the next day. The cost is only $25 for the night, including food. For more
info, check with your pastor, youth minister, or sponsor, or call the regional office.

Don’t Forget: Chi-Rho Fall Retreat, September 20-23 at Camp Mary Mac, CYF Fall Retreat October 5-7 at
Camp Mary Mac

Your voice is needed...
By Ken Booker Langston

--The Disciples Center for Public Witness is a justice advocacy ministry of the Christian Church Capital
Area in partnership with DC congregations, Light of the World (Indianapolis) and Park Avenue (New York). Its
mission is to promote greater public policy advocacy among members, activists, and leaders of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) and to represent the public policy positions of our General Assemblies to our ecu-
menical partners, elected officials, and policy-makers in our nation's Capitol and elsewhere.

The Center currently needs advisors and volunteers in the areas of criminal justice, public education,
voter education, and opposition to torture. To discuss opportunities for serving as a volunteer for this
ministry, offer your knowledge of issues as a resource, or sign up for action and information alerts, please
send an email to disciplescenter@comcast.net or contact the Center at 202-797-0113. We need your support
and participation. Many thanks and blessings!



! The RYAM Moment

Nathan Hill, Young Adult and Youth Specialist
Christian Church Capital Area

In the popular NBC sitcom, the Office, we are introduced episode by episode il
to an incredulous cast of characters, including their boss, Michael Scott, a strange oy adai
guy who at one point, in contrast to famed Donald Trump, says his motto would be TEELEL
“you’re hired — and you can work here for as long as you want.” Shortly afterwards,
Michael Scott is found spreading office gossip about downsizing, causing stress and
confusion among his employees, and teaching viewers how not to be a boss. While one
may not find much redeemable about this misguided, hilarious character, he will be
one of the foci over the next few months for the RYAM Connections worship gathering.

L R S TETY AR AL L ]

The Office is popular largely because the filming style is documentary-like, in that in between moments
of action, as coworkers and office politics play out, characters give “asides” directly to the viewers about what
they were thinking or clarifying on things that they said or did not say. There is truly something for everyone -
office romances, the employee who doesn’'t seem to do any work, the boss who tries too hard to be a buddy to
everyone, the strain of possible office closings, and the stresses of deadlines. Like many of us, this potpourri of
outrageous scenes and conflicts makes finding God in the midst all the more difficult.

For the upcoming several months, the RYAM Connections worship will be watching an episode of the
Office and then opening our Bibles to see if the words of Jesus have anything to say about the entangled rela-
tionships and drama of the workplace. We meet on the 1st or 2nd Saturday of every month at North Chevy
Chase Christian Church, from 3-5 PM. You can find the latest info by joining our CAYAE young adult listserv
(http://groups.yahoo.com/group/cayae) or looking up RYAM on Facebook.com.

A WORD ON GENERAL CYF NEWS FROM BRIAN ADAMS

Hi everyone!

Do you have volunteer youth leaders in your congregation, and you don't know where to
turn to give them resources and helpful suggestions?

| am serving on the youth ministry commission for the general church, and our
biggest project so far has been to create a book, "The Volunteer Youth Ministry Back-
pack.” It has short articles on various topics related to youth ministry, from how to de-
sign a youth Sunday to pastoral counseling with youth to leading youth mission trips.
The articles are written by a wide variety of DOC ministers who work with youth. They
are intended specifically for youth leaders who are not seminary-trained or particularly
experienced with youth ministry, although even the more experienced ones should still
find plenty of help. We just began distributing it at General Assembly. You can
download this resource for FREE at:

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org/YouthNews/index.html

Also, encourage your youth leaders to sign up for our e-mail list, by which we send out
helpful suggestions for youth ministry, usually 2 times/month. Sign up at:

http://www.discipleshomemissions.org/GetMailFromDHM.htm.

Hope this helps! Also, please let me know what else our commission could do to help.
We aren't too sure yet about future projects and are open to suggestions, although we
are beginning to plan on leading workshops on youth ministry in various regions, and
getting response there about what else we can do. God bless, Brian



4

Fall Retreats and Events:

2007 Camp & Conference Schedule

(http://cccadisciples.org/index.php?cat=camp_conf&type=outdoor_ministries)

MM September 21-23 Chi Rho Fall Retreat

MM Sept. 28-30 CYF Fall Retreat 1

MM October 5-7 CYF Fall Retreat 2

BB October 19-21 Close-up Work Weekend BB
MM October 27 Close-up Work Weekend MM

NATIONAL CITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH GOSPEL CHOIR TO
PERFORM CONCERT

The 10-voice Gospel Choir of National City Christian Church will perform a concert on Sunday, October
14, 2007 at 3:00 p.m. in the church’s sanctuary.

Under the directions of noted choral director, Valeria Foster, the choir will offer a selection of traditional
African-American Spirituals as well as traditional and contemporary Gospel songs and anthems and music
of local composers Gerald Smith, Melvin Bryant, and Stephen Key.

There will be a suggested donation of $10.00 per person
for this event. Reduced fee parking will be available at
the Washington Plaza Hotel on Thomas Circle, across
the street from the church.

B r | !

Congregational Searches Continue

A number of our congregations are seeking ministerial leadership. Senior Pastor searches at vari-
ous stages include: University CC; Mt Rainier CC; FCC Baltimore; and Heritage CC. FCC Hagerstown is
seeking a Minister of Visitation. National City CC is seeking a Minister of Development and an Associate
Minister.

Clergy interested in these positions or any other are to signal their interest to the Regional Minis-
ter, not by directly contacting the congregation. Congregations are encouraged to only seek pastors
through the Region as those candidates are the only ones who have been through extensive background
checks and have standing in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).

First Christian Church in Alexandria, VA has called the Rev. Christopher Furr to be the Senior
Minister. He will begin around the first of the year. Fort Washington Christian Church is Ft. Washing-
ton, MD has called Joe Clark to be their pastor. He has already begun his ministry. We celebrate these
congregational calls and pray for the others seeking pastoral leadership, especially those that are in nego-
tiations with pastors.

10
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The Pastoral Care Department of Asbury Methodist Village is sponsoring a seminar on 8 +
+$ + *
On Tuesday, 23 October from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. O . There is no registration fee for this event and

lunch will be served. Registration forms will be available in mid-September and will be accepted on a first come, first served basis.

The National Council on the Aging reports that “alcohol and medication misuse and mental health problems are significant
issues for older adults. In fact, substance misuse among older adults is one of the fastest growing health problems in America. Most
people over 65 do not use illegal drugs, but almost 20 percent of older adults misuse alcohol, over-the-counter medicines, prescription
drugs, most often unintentionally. Physiological changes in older adults can render alcohol and medications harmful at doses lower
than those used by younger people. Many older adults are unaware of this fact. Few are aware, for example, that the National Institutes
of Health, National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism recommends no more than one alcoholic beverage a day for men over
65 and somewhat less than that for older women.
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Greetings from Virginia Theological Seminary To CCCA Clergy of Churches
with less that 100 in worship

The Summer Collegium, a project in support of small congregations, is now accepting applications for the Summer
2008 event, which will take place from June 25-July 3, 2008. This nine-day, all expenses paid conference for clergy and their
spouses or partners is open to those who pastor small congregations (100 or fewer average Sunday attendance) and are commit-
ted to small church ministry. Singles and non-ordained pastors are welcome to apply for the one of the 25 openings.

The conference consists of keynotes and workshops on all aspects of small church ministry, with a special emphasis on
worship and preaching. Keynotes include Tony Pappas, who has written extensively on small church life, and Peter Bush and
Christine O'Reilly, authors of the new book Where 20 or 30 are Gathered: Leading Worship in the Small Church. John Bell of
the Tona Community in Scotland will be our music leader. This is an ecumenical project sponsored by the Lilly Endowment Inc.
Applications may be downloaded from our website, www.vts.edu/education/collegium, or contact Marilyn Johns
(mjohns@vts.edu or 703-461-1760); applications must be postmarked by December 15, 2007.]Thank you very much, and please
contact me if you have any questions.

Marilyn Johns, D. Min. Project Manager, The Summer Collegium, Virginia Theological Seminary, 3737 Seminary Road Alexan-
dria, Virginia 22304703-461-1760.

++++++++
First Christian of Alexandria Offers Programs of Spirituality
and the Arts

First Christian of Alexandria has two very exciting programs -- one is our program of

Spirituality and the Arts -- The next program in this series will be on December 16th at
2 PM and is a Christmas concert of music from around the world. Singers are from the American Center for

the Study of Puccini, from FCC of Alexandria, from Rockville Christian, and others from the community. The
second program is called Tongues of Fire. On November 9 and 10 we are hosting a
workshop entitled The Parables of Jesus. This seminar will be presented by Brandon
Scott and Perry Key. For more information and to print a registration form please go to:
http://www.westarinstitute.org/Events/PrintJSORForm/printjsorform.html
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! The Capital Area Christian is a
publication of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) Capital Area Region.

Offices are located at 11501 Georgia Ave.,
Suite 400 Wheaton, MD 20902.

It is published on the 15th of the month of
February, May, July,

September and November.

ARTICLES ARE DUE BEFORE THE 1ST OF THE
MONTH OF PUBLICATION.

The Christian is now available via email
and on the website at www.cccadisciples.org.
To receive a copy by email, write to
mail@cccadisciples.org with the words

EMAIL NEWSLETTER in the subiject line.

To receive the newsletter by mail call us at
(301) 942-8266 to let us know!

CCCA CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sept 15 Regional Disciples Women Meet—Henson Valley CC—9:30 am
Sept 22 CCCA Executive Comm—Regional Office—9-11 am

CCCA Clergy Assoc—Exec Comm- N Chevy Chase CC—12-2 pm
Sept 30 Oscar Haynes honored by Historical Society—National City CC
Oct 2 Commission for Mission—Michigan Park CC—12-2 pm
Oct 4 Regional Commission for Ministry—Heritage CC—10:00 am
Oct 7 Installation of Carol Green-Wilson Blvd CC—4:00 pm
Oct 14 SALT AND LIGHT 2—National City CC—9am-4pm
Oct 19-21 WORK WEEKEND AT BETHANY BEACH

Oct 21 CELEBRATION 40 YEARS OF MINISTRY BY REV GRUBBS

Oct 26-27 WORK WEEKEND AT CAMP MARY MAC

Nov 1 Regional Commission for Ministry-Heritage CC- 10:00 am
Nov 3 CCCA REGIONAL BOARD MEETING-FCC Baltimore-9 am
Nov 6 Regional Pastoral Relations Committee—Rockville CC-7pm

The Capital Area Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) Regional Office

LARI GRUBBS, REGIONAL MINISTER
11501 Georgia Avenue

Suite 400

Wheaton, MD 20902

Phone: 301-942-8266
Fax: 301-942-8366
Email: mail@cccadisciples.org

We’re online!
www.cccadisciples.org
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